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Dr. Rick Love

6912 Winton Blount Blvd.

Montgomery. AL 36117-3555

Physician Member Appointed 7/14/07 Expires 12/31/10
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Timothy D. Toomey Appt 9/11/08 Expires  12/31/09
204 Wentworth  Dr

Enterprise, AL 36330-4154
(FAX - Hrng Instr DIrs Bd 9/19/08)
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RESPONSE TO SIGNIFICANT ITEMS
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From: ABEDN @bellsguth.net

To: Marris, John;
Subject: Re: Sunsat significant items
Date: Tuesday, September 16, 2008 10:38:31 AM

------------- Original message from "Norris, John" <John,
Norris@examiners.alabama.gov>: --------—----

Jeannie,

Please respond to the attached
letter. Contact me if you have any
questions.

John Norris

Director, Operational Division
Examiners of Public Accounts
334-242-9257

Dear Mr. Norris

The response to the attached
significant items 1,2, # 3 remains as
stated. The Alabama Becard of Hearing
Instrument Dealer plans to continue to
submit changes to legislation in order
to correct these requirements unless
the Sunset Committee can be of
assistance.

Thank you

Jeanne Stanfield
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Executive Secretary
Hearing Instrument Dealers
242-1925
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AN, State of Alabama

(/AN Department of
[: fip=a 1 oy Examiners of Public Accounts

|N . A
&ﬁ Telephone {334) 242-41040

FAX (334) 242-1775

Ramald .. Jenes
Chiel Examdner

s Lotk
Mg Aekdrers- Chordin Pergind Bligahding
PO, Box 30225 50 Morih Ripley Sireet, Boom 1301
Monmpomery. AL 361502251 Monbgomery, AL 561045855

September 16, 2008

Jeanme Stanfield

Exccutive Secretary

Board of Hearing Instrument Dealers
400 South Unien Street, Suite 445
Montgomery, AL 36130

Dear Ms. Stanfield

Adtached are wems that will appear in our report to the Sunset Commuittee on the operations of
the Board of Hearing Instrument Dealers. These items are provided to you at the direction of the
Sunset Commitiee in order to ohtain any further responses you wizh io make for presentation io
the commitiee. Please send vour responscs to me by September 26, if possible. Please respond
by e-mail to johnnormisimexaminers.alabama gov,

Sincerely,

i

John E. Morris
Director, Operational Division
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SIGNIFICANT ITEMS

Mo new significant items,

1.

[ ]
'

Prior Significant [tem - The board is short of funds - Board members are electing o
waive their expenses for attending board meetings (reimbursement for travel and
compensation) to reduce expense to the board. The fees that can be charged are set at
gpecific amounts in the board’s enabling stames. The board plans to submit legislation that
will allow the restructure of fees.

Current Status — According to the executive secretary, legislation was submitted in 2006
(5B 249 (HB 224) to allow the board o restructure the current fees in its statutes, However
this process was unsuccessful. The bills pagsed in both committees but never progressed
further.

In the 2007 fiscal year, receipts increased substantially in the categories of exam fees and
duplicate license certificate fees, The executive secretary stated that she would not know if
the increase would continue until completion of the 2008 fiscal year.

The executive secretary stated that the board would support an amendment to change
language in various sections of its current statues to climinate specified dollar amounts
regarding licensure fees, renewal fees, and all other fees and replace with language to read all
fees as prescribed in the rules and regulations 445-x-1.03 (7) Licensure Fees. The executive
secretary stated that this change would allow fees 1o be specified in rules and regulations and
changed when necessary through the mlemaking process,

The excoutive secretary stated that the fees have been in effect for fourteen years {14 years)
since 1994 when the Alabama Board of Hearing Instrument Dealers became an independent
agency from the Health Dept.

The excoutive sceretary stared that, “We have tried through Sunset Committes and
Legislation to have specified dollar amounts removed from the law in order to adjust fees
when absolutely necessary in order W maintain the licensing and regulatory board. 'When
increaze cost are passed on to this agency from owside source bevond our control, then there
i & need to adjust our fees in order to self-sustain,. We also need to include cost of services
that cannat be charge due to our statutes,”

Prior Significant Item - Statutes that address administrative fines appear in conflict.
The administrative fine against offending licenses in the Code of Alabama 1975, section3d.
14-% (k) 15 sel at nol more than 51,000 per violation while the fine is set in the Code of
Alabawea 1975, Section 34-14-9 () is set at not more than $5040 per violation. The board
plans o submil legislation to resolve this issue.

Section 34-14-9h} provides that, “The board is hereby authorized 1o discipline i licensees
and apprentices by the adoption and collection of administrative fines, not to exceed

2
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£ 1,000, 030 per violation and is authorized to institute any legal proceedings necessary to
effect compliance with this chapter,”

Section 34-14-9 () provides that, ** Any person registered under this chapter may have his or
her permit or license revoked or suspended by the board, be reprimanded by the board. or be
administratively fined not more than five hundred dollars (3500) per violation by the board
for any of the following causes:™ (A list of 8 causes, including 10 types of unethical conduct,
follows)

Current Status — The condition remains. The executive secretary stated that the board
submitted legislation to resalve this issue in 2006 (5B 249 and HB 224), but the legislation
was unsuccessfl.

Prior Significant Item - Statutes name the board’s vice chairman as the complaints
chairman, a condition that does not allow the board the flexibility in handling
complaints that it desires. - The Code of Alabama, 1975, Scction 34-14-30 (c) states “The
Wice-Chairman shall serve as the complaints chairman.” According the hoard’s executive
secretary, the board wants to remove this requirement so the board can designate a
complainis chairman. The board plans o submit legislation 1o remove the requirement.

Current Status — The condition remains. The executive secretary stated that the board
submitted legislation to resolve this issue in 2006 (38 249 and HB 224), but the legislation
was unsuccessiul
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